CALIFORNIA FILM EXTRUDERS AND CONVERTERS ASSOCIATION (CFECA)

CFECA AND THE ENVIRONMENT

A Statement of Environmental Policy

 (Revised March 12, 2004)
In representing plastic film extruders and converters in California, CFEFA places high priority on establishing and maintaining industry-wide environmental policies. This statement defines the issues, discusses the background to the issues and sets out policy positions and actions, which are recommended to members. CFECA approaches these issues with a responsibility to promote the outstanding environmental benefits of plastic film products, including:



• low energy use



• light weight



• resource reduction



• reusability of many products 



• high strength



• reduced handling and shipping



• low air and water emissions



• ease and safety of disposal

CFECA and its members are committed to supporting and encouraging the conservation of the finite resources from which plastic film is made. Conservation should be an important goal both in product design and manufacturing. It can be encouraged by the promotion of re-use, recovery or recycling of post-consumer film whenever this is environmentally beneficial and cost effective. 

CFECA also advocates the adoption of energy efficient and clean production methods, and effluent and emission controls. CFECA will also continue to promote environmentally acceptable and effective applications for its products and to explore improved recovery and recycling procedures and disposal options.

ISSUES AND POLICIES

1. AIR QUALITY

Background

Air quality is controlled by the Federal EPA, which delegates its authority to regional authorities, the most important of which to CFECA members is the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). The overall mission is to reduce Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s). To the film printer this means a regulation and permit system that is often times not policed or managed uniformly. This has resulted in an uneven playing field for printers within the State and has given advantage to printers from outside the State of California.

CFECA Policy

CFECA encourages all printers to comply fully with the applicable regulations. This normally involves either the use of water or Ultra Violet (UV) cured inks or the installation of oxidizers/incinerators. 

CFECA will co-operate with the SCAQMD, the Federal EPA and others both to develop printing methods that lower emissions on a cost-effective basis and to develop rules and regulations that benefit printers as well as assisting printers in reducing VOC emissions.

CFECA seeks reporting systems that provide the necessary information while being fair without being unduly burdensome.

CFECA promotes the evenhanded application of regulations throughout the State and Country.

CFECA encourages members to minimize the uncontrolled emission of all gases from their plants.

CFECA supports the development of technology and processes, which reduce the use of energy. Energy use in whatever form has a relationship with air quality.

2. LIQUID WASTE

Background

Effluent to public sewers and disposal of liquids that may be hazardous is strictly regulated. This includes wastewater and ink from printing processes.

CFECA Policy

CFECA encourages the use of licensed hazardous waste disposal carriers for the removal of all liquid waste arising from printing or the treatment of this liquid waste in such a way as to permit its legal disposal through the sewer system.

3. SOLID WASTE

Background

Public concern for the problems of solid waste disposal, spearheaded by the environmental groups, arose in the 1980’s. The then fashionable argument that there was a shortage of sanitary landfills has been laid to rest.  Likewise the argument that it is preferable to landfill degradable products such as paper rather than inert products such as most plastic has been successfully countered by the work of Professor Rathje, who specializes in the analysis of garbage. While concern for the problems of solid waste has abated, the legacy of the scare includes mandates on Californian cities to reduce the amount of trash that goes to landfill and legislation mandating the use of recycled material.

CFECA Policy

CFECA supports the three R’s: reduce, reuse and recycle. Plastic film has the potential both to reduce continuously the amount of material needed for a particular application and to make readily reusable products.  CFECA has a responsibility to promote these facts.

CFECA supports the physical recycling of plastic film products whenever this has the prospect of becoming economical. CFECA members already recycle or reuse nearly all their production scrap. The recycling of post-consumer material and the use of post-consumer resin (PCR) is encouraged whenever it is economical.

CFECA does not believe that PCR content mandates are in the best interest of society. These tend to distort markets and impose needless and unfair costs on industry without increasing the use of PCR in the medium term. Mandates relating only to Californian production or markets generally adversely affect Californian businesses and Californian employment. 

CFECA encourages members to co-operate with composite plastic wood manufacturers who offer a viable use for post-consumer plastic film scrap.

CFECA believes that further study of the economic viability and environmental effects of waste to energy incineration plants is needed. This may be the preferred disposal method for many materials, including many plastics, which cannot be reused or recycled with environmental benefit or without incurring excessive cost.

CFECA also supports the development of feedstock recovery techniques and welcomes this as a further option for the conservation of resources.

CFECA accepts that landfill has an essential part in the hierarchy of good waste management practices but should only be used when other forms of recovery are unavailable or uneconomical. Landfill should only be used under properly managed conditions and to strict environmental standards.

4. RESIN PELLET CONTAINMENT

Background

Research shows that resin pellets are making their way into the world’s waterways and are being ingested by birds and fish. While pellets are generally inert and non-toxic, if swallowed they may cause intestinal blockage.  The US EPA classifies raw resin pellets as ‘significant materials’ which means that any industrial plant that may expose pellets to storm water must obtain a storm water permit. To assist manufacturers to satisfy the regulations and to endorse the goal of zero loss of pellets, the Society of Plastics Industries (SPI) has developed a program called Operation Clean Sweep.

CFECA Policy

CFECA supports and encourages converters to comply with Operation Clean Sweep the SPI’s pellet containment program and the concept of zero pellet loss at all processing and transport facilities.  

CFECA believes that it is the interest of the whole plastic industry to ensure that steps are take to ensure that all plastic manufacturers, processors and transporters observe the best practices of resin pellet control.

5. DEGRADABILITY

Background

The plastic industry spent the first 40 years of its existence trying to prevent products degrading in sunlight or moisture. In the 70’s there was a trend towards specific products with enhanced photodegradability, for instance for the halters of six packs. In the 80’s, as part of the solid waste scare, biodegradable films came into the spotlight and starch was promoted as a filler to enhance the biodegradability of films. At about the same time Florida mandated a photodegradable additive for all plastic carrier bags. These adaptations to plastic film were expensive and had little observable or measurable effect. More recently, biodegradable plastic resins, which process on standard extrusion equipment with minor modifications, have been developed. These are expected to enter commodity markets for specific applications in the next few years.  

In general, the concept of degradability is not compatible with the need to conserve and make the fullest use of finite resources. More energy and materials are used in products that incorporate additives to promote degradability. Degradable plastics unless they are well segregated and identified are likely to contaminate the stream of plastics being recycled. At present, there are no commonly adopted definitions or test procedures to define degradable plastic compounds. Degradable products provide no realistic widespread solution to either the waste management or litter problem.

CFECA Policy

CFECA encourages the development of degradable plastics in appropriate markets and of standard methods for testing degradability. This includes the development of properly identified compostable plastic bags.

CFECA will encourage the development of effective degradable additives coupled with the development of appropriate performance criteria, standards and testing so that these products can be marketed responsibly. 

CFECA will counter efforts to promote degradable plastics as a phony ‘solution’ to waste disposal and will campaign against misinformation in the market and use of so called degradable products, which have no provable environmental advantages.

6. HEAVY METALS

Background

The use of certain heavy metals including lead and chromium in certain processes is strictly regulated. These metals can be used in color concentrates and have historically been used in inks. Certain States (the Conference of North Eastern Governors - CONEG States), have adopted strict protocols regarding the use of heavy metals in packaging although enforcement is patchy. In 2003, California adopted the CONEG type regulations banning the use of heavy metals in packaging in 2006. Using heavy metal based pigments in unbound form as is the case in inks gives rise to a risk of contamination of ground water. However, the use of heavy metals in color concentrates where they are bound, generally does not increase pollution. However, the manufacture of these pigments does give rise to environmental and workplace risks.

CFECA Policy

CFECA encourages members not to use heavy metal pigments in inks where alternatives are available. If such pigments must be used, licensed hazardous waste disposal methods should be employed. CFECA’s long-term vision is to reduce or eliminate the use of heavy metals.

CFECA supports sensible enforcement of the regulations banning the use of heavy metals in packaging sold in North American markets.

7. MATERIAL IDENTIFICATION

Background

The SPI in co-operation with the international and European standards organizations (ISO/DIN) has adopted the international standard triangular chasing arrows symbol with a product code inside to identify the various plastics to facilitate separation for recycling or any other purpose. Many other symbols have been used as a marketing technique to claim ‘greenness’ and gain commercial advantage but the SPI/ISO/DIN symbol does not attempt to describe any environmental benefit. It is solely to identify the type of plastic used. There has been confusion about the purpose of this symbol and there is pressure to ban its use unless recycling facilities are readily available.

CFECA Policy

CFECA recommends the use of the international SPI/ISO/DIN symbol for material identification and encourages its widespread adoption.

CFECA discourages the use of environmental claims unless these are factual and backed up by demonstrable evidence.      

8. CONCLUSION

While many large companies participate in CFECA, the majority of the converter members are small or medium sized companies whose expansion and ability to provide jobs is dependent on their own profitability.  

CFECA believes that the implementation of sound policies for improving the environment, such as those proposed here, will enhance the long-term economic viability of our industry and the nation. However, CFECA will vigorously resist policies and regulations, which adversely affect plastic film manufacturers unless there is clear evidence of real environmental benefit.  

CFECA recognizes the public concern over the environmental issues associated with plastic bags, particularly litter, including marine litter, and waste diversion. CFECA realizes that the industry is likely to be faced with continual proposals for plastic bag fees and regulations. It is CFECA’s policy to engage in the process of public policy development and seek the achievement of worthwhile environmental objectives on a voluntary basis.

We are concerned as any about the environment and believe that sound environmental policies are compatible with our ability to prosper and offer good jobs.   

